


Workshop aims:

 To inform about reading expectations 
and provide hints and tips for reading 
at home.

 To explore the content and 
expectations of formative and statutory 
assessments.

 To model and explore key 
comprehension skills.



Why focus 
on 

Reading?
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A typical child in Year 1 reads about 
15 minutes/day.  At this pace, they 
are on track to encounter about 5.7 
million words by the end of 
Secondary School.  If reading time 

increases to 30+ 
minutes/day, the 
student will read, on 
average, 13.7 million  

words by the end of 
Secondary School.

On average, children who 
read less than 15 
minutes/day are likely to 
encounter only 1.5 
million words 
during the 
course of 
their schooling.
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Reading Statistics:

“1 in 5 children 
cannot read well 
by the age of 11.”

“Students are less able to learn other curricula 
if they do not develop sufficient reading skills 
by the middle of primary school.”

“Only 35% of 10-year-olds 
in England report they like 
reading ‘very much’.”

“Children who read books often at age 10 
and more than once a week at age 16 
gain higher results in maths and spelling 
tests than those who read less regularly.” 



Reading 
Expectations and 

Assessments



Reading Expectations

What will my child be learning during Guided Reading in school?



Progress from KS1 to KS2:

At the end of Year 2, your children 
would have completed assessments 
(KS1 SATs).

They will complete assessments 
again in Year 6 (KS2 SATs). 

What reading skills do you think 
children need to develop to be 

confident when undertaking 
these assessment?



Exploring Key 
Comprehension 

Skills and Ways to 
Support at Home



What does it all mean?

These are the areas       
of reading that are 

taught during Guided 
Reading lessons.

We are going to look at 
each of these in turn and 

complete activities or 
questions linked to a text.



Word reading:

Word recognition:

The ability to recognise          
and read words.

Language comprehension:

The ability to understand the 
meaning of a word.



Word reading:

How can we strengthen our children’s word recognition and language 
comprehension to ensure they are fluent readers?

Read, read, 
read and more 

reading! 



Word reading:

Suggestions for 
help at home:

-First point of call is always lots 
of reading!

-To further support and 
develop reading and 
vocabulary development, word 
games and puzzles are 
engaging and also beneficial. 



Word reading:

As the best way to develop word reading is to read, 
we are going to begin with reading some texts.



Clarify:

Clarifying: be able to check 
that you understand what 

you are reading.  

Do I know the 
meaning of this 

word?

Do I understand 
what is happening in 

my text?

What questions 
does this text raise 

in my mind?



Clarify:

Suggestions for 
help at home:

-Talking about reading.

-Whether you have read with 
your child or they have read 
independently, always ask 
questions:
• What was your story about?
• Who were the main 

characters?
• How did the story end?
• What do you think will 

happen next?



Clarify:



Monitor and Summarise:

Summarising: being able 
to identify the main ideas.

Can I explain the 
story in a few 

sentences?
What happened in 

this chapter?

What was this 
section about?

Monitoring: being able to check 
a text makes sense/you 

understand what is being read.



Monitor and Summarise:

Suggestions for 
help at home:

-Talk about reading.

-Whether you have read with 
your child or they have read 
independently, always ask 
questions:
• What happened in that 

chapter?
• What do you think the main 

point is?
• Explain what happened in 

this paragraph.



Monitor and Summarise:

Suggestions for 
help at home:

-Talk about reading.

-Whether you have read with 
your child or they have read 
independently, always ask 
questions:
• What happened in that 

chapter?
• What do you think the main 

point is?
• Explain what happened in 

this paragraph.



Select and Retrieve:

Retrieving: being able to quickly 
find information and use it to 
answer questions about a text.

Who…? Where…?

When…?

Why…?

What…?

How…?



Select and Retrieve:

Suggestions for 
help at home:

-Ask questions before, during 
and after reading.



Select and Retrieve:

Suggestions for 
help at home:

-Ask questions before, during 
and after reading.



Select and Retrieve:

Suggestions for 
help at home:

-Ask questions before, during 
and after reading.



Respond and Explain:

Explaining: being able to 
provide reasoned 

justifications for views.

What do I like 
about this text?

What do I dislike 
about this text?

How does this text 
make me feel?

Suggestions for 
help at home:

-Talk about reading.



Inference:

Inferring: being able to use clues 
(words and pictures) to 

understand a text.



Inference:



Inference:

Suggestions for 
help at home:

-Ask questions before, during 
and after reading.



Language for Effect:

Language for effect: being able 
to understand why an author 
has made a particular word or 

language choice.

Why did the 
author choose 

this word?

What did the 
author mean 

by….?



Language for Effect:



Language for Effect:

Suggestions for 
help at home:

-Talk about reading.



Themes and Conventions:

Themes and 
Conventions: being 

able to recognise how 
texts are similar or 

different and make 
links between texts.

Is this text similar 
to another I have 

read?

How does this 
text compare 

to…?

Suggestions for 
help at home:

-Discussing texts.



Supporting Reading at home:

1) Reading regularly (at least 15 minutes a day).

2) Ensuring that your child has opportunities to read with adults as well as 
independently (no matter how confident a reader they are).

3) Talking about reading. In KS2, children are assessed on their written 
responses to reading so therefore we must spend as much time 
modelling this as we do on learning how to read.



Thank you for coming.

Any Questions?


