


What is comprehension?
Comprehension is the understanding
and interpretation of what is read.

To be able to accurately understand
written material, children need to be
able to:
• decode what they read
• make connections between what they

read and what they already know
• think deeply about what they have read



Types of questions:
Here Questions:

These require children to retrieve 
answers directly from the text. 

Head Questions:
These require children to use their own 

knowledge of other stories and life itself to 
give personal opinions and viewpoints.

Hidden Questions:
These require children to read 

between the lines.



Types of Questions: Activity
Here Questions:

These require children to retrieve 
answers directly from the text. 

Head Questions:
These require children to use their 
own knowledge of other stories and 
life itself to give personal opinions 

and viewpoints.

Hidden Questions:
These require children to read 

between the lines.



Areas of understanding:

Word Reading Clarify
Monitor and 
Summarise

Select and 
Retrieve

Respond and 
Explain Inference

Language for 
Effect

Themes and 
Conventions



Clarify

• Meaning of 
words in context

• Asking questions 
to check 
understanding.



Clarify
• Meaning of 

words in context

• Asking questions 
to check 
understanding

How can I 
support this 

with my child?

Broadening 
vocabulary.

Reading books to children 
(so they can access 

vocabulary above their 
decoding ability).



Monitor and Summarise

• Summarise 
the main 
ideas

• Distinguish 
between 
fact and 
opinion



Monitor and Summarise

• Summarise 
the main 
ideas

• Distinguish 
between 
fact and 
opinion

How can I 
support this 

with my child?

After a child has read 
independently or with you, 
ask them to recount what 

they have read.

After a paragraph or page, 
ask your child to explain 

what the main idea of that 
section was.



Select and Retrieve

• Skimming 
and 
scanning

• Retrieve 
and 
record

Skimming and scanning activity:



Select and Retrieve
• Skimming 

and 
scanning

• Retrieve 
and 
record

How can I 
support this 

with my child?

Throughout and after 
reading, ask ‘here’ questions 

to check understanding.



Respond and Explain

• Discussing and 
making comparisons 
between books.

• Providing 
justifications for their 
views.

How can I 
support this 

with my child?
Discuss books as much as possible.  

Ask children their opinions about what 
has been read.

Do you like this book?
Is this book better than the first?  Why?  

Why not?

How does this book compare to ...?



Inference
• Understanding 

characters’ 
feelings, 
thoughts and 
motives from 
their actions

• Predicting what 
might happen

• Who is in the 
picture?

• Is it cold or hot in 
the mountains?

• How does the 
mountaineer feel?

• Why has the 
mountaineer chosen 
to climb to this 
location?



Inference
• Understanding 

characters’ 
feelings, 
thoughts and 
motives from 
their actions

• Predicting 
what might 
happen

How can I 
support this 

with my child?

Ask ‘hidden’ 
questions about 

what they are 
reading.

How does the 
character feel?

Why did…?

Where…?



Language for Effect

• Identify how 
language, 
structure and 
presentation 
contribute to 
meaning

• Evaluating 
author choices

Reading as a writer.



Themes and Conventions

• Discuss theme 
and conventions 
across books and 
a wide range of 
writing

How can I 
support this 

with my child?
Ask questions about:

-text type

-layout

-overall themes

Encourage your child to 
read a range of genres.



Thank you for listening.
We hope that this useful in supporting reading.

Next activity: Reading with your child using strategies learned.

Any questions?


