
SPaG Workshop
Years 3 and 4



Workshop aims:

•To explore the curriculum for SPaG in Years 3 and 4.

•To provide explanations and examples of key 
grammatical aspects of the Years 3 and 4 curriculum.

•To share websites for further information and 
support.  



What is SPaG?

SPaG is made up of three elements:

• Spelling

•Punctuation

•Grammar



What is SPaG?

Today’s workshop is going to focus of exploring the 
grammar aspects of the Years 3 and 4 curriculum.
I aim to provide to you with clear explanations of 
each concept so that if you are ever unsure 
(particularly when it comes to supporting grammar 
homework) you have a reference point of 
information to support.



This map 
show you 
have broad 
the SPaG 
curriculum is 
and 
provides a 
roadmap 
for the key 
terminology. 



Fronted Adverbials
What are fronted adverbials?

Fronted adverbials are adverbs (words that describe a verb) that are moved to the front of
the sentence.

What exactly does that mean?
Adverbs are used to describe verbs (action words e.g. jump, laughed, sat, ate, etc.). Fronted
adverbials described verbs but are placed at the beginning of a sentence.

Here are some examples of sentences with a fronted adverbial:
Quietly, Michael tiptoed into the room.

As quick as a flash, mum tidied the room.
Gracefully, the dancers pranced around the room. 

The underlined words/phrases are examples of fronted adverbials. Children are encouraged to
use fronted adverbials to find different ways of beginning their sentences.



Fronted Adverbials
Here are some examples of questions to show you the level of understanding the children are
required to have:



Fronted Adverbials

If you would like further 
information about fronted 
adverbials, here are some video 
links for support:

• https://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=Lk-_LIc3dWA&t=1s

• https://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=18sXFjb0TFc

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/zp93
7p3#:~:text=A%20fronted%20
adverbial%20is%20when,the%
20sentence%2C%20before%20
the%20verb

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LkxwmoJZwtk&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=18sXFjb0TFc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/zp937p3#:~:text=A%20fronted%20adverbial%20is%20when,the%20sentence%2C%20before%20the%20verb


Determiners
In the lower school curriculum, the children learn the terminology for different types of words
that make up sentences. A new piece of terminology that is introduced is ‘determiner’.



Determiners
A determiner is a word that goes before a noun and identifies the noun in further detail.

There are different types of determiners:

Examples:

He ate an apple and a pear.

She put two bowls of milk down the cats.

Her hat kept blowing off in the wind!

Several cars were stuck when an accident occurred.



Determiners
Here are some examples of questions to show you the level of understanding the children are
required to have.

If you would like any further information about determiners, here are some video links below
for support:

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wdv59REiNZQ

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4prb1Vuu_m4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wdv59REiNZQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4prb1Vuu_m4


Prepositions
A preposition is a word that tells you where or when
something is in relation to something else.

Examples of prepositions include words like after, before, on,
under, inside and outside.

The house was on the hill 
beside a tree.

In this sentence 'on' and 'beside' are prepositions which show
you exactly where the house was.



Prepositions
Here are some examples of questions to show you the level of understanding the children are
required to have:

If you would like any further information about prepositions, here are some video links for
further support:

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DYd7dg2I-9k

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/zw38srd

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DYd7dg2I-9k
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/zw38srd


Apostrophes for Possession
Within Years 3 and 4, the children focus on the use of apostrophes.

Today, we are going to focus on apostrophes for possession. Apostrophes
can be used to show that something belongs to someone or something.
This is called possession.



Apostrophes for Possession
Showing possession:



Apostrophes for Possession
Showing possession:



Apostrophes for Possession
Showing possession:



Apostrophes for Possession
Here are some examples of questions to show you the level of understanding the children are
required to have:

If you would like further information about apostrophes, here are some video links for
additional information:

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvwwxnb/articles/zx9ydxs

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zNFPnVz7JB4

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvwwxnb/articles/zx9ydxs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zNFPnVz7JB4


Direct Speech
From Year 3 onwards your child will learn to write direct speech (quoting exact words
spoken). Direct speech is a sentence in which the exact words spoken are reproduced in speech
marks (also known as quotation marks or inverted commas).

For example:

"You'll never guess what I've just seen!" said Sam, excitedly.

"What's that?" asked Louise.

"Our teacher has a broomstick and a black pointy hat in the back of
her car. Maybe she's a witch!” laughed Mark.

"No, silly! They're for the school play!" replied Louise, sighing.



Direct Speech
What are the rules of punctuating direct speech?



Apostrophes for Possession
Here are some examples of questions to show you the level of understanding the children are
required to have:

If you would like further information about direct speech, here are some video links for
additional information:

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T3bJ8K11zDY&t=2s

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ONxUeHUMMRc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T3bJ8K11zDY&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ONxUeHUMMRc




Websites to support learning at home

Oxford Owl: Jargon Buster

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/education-jargon-buster/education-jargon-buster-
adverbials-to-arrays/

Primary Homework Help: Literacy Zone

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/literacy/index.htm

BBC Bitesize: English

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zv48q6f

Fun English Games

http://www.funenglishgames.com/grammargames.html

Spelling City

https://www.spellingcity.com/

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/education-jargon-buster/education-jargon-buster-adverbials-to-arrays/
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/literacy/index.htm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zv48q6f
http://www.funenglishgames.com/grammargames.html
https://www.spellingcity.com/


Thank you for listening.

For any further support, please do not 
hesitate to contact me via the school office. 


