
SPaG Workshop
Years 5 and 6



Workshop aims:

•To explore the curriculum for SPaG in Years 5 and 6.

•To explore strategies that can support children in the 
learning of SPaG.

•To share practical methods for SPaG and support in 
the revision of key knowledge.



What is SPaG?

SPaG is made up of three elements:

• Spelling

•Punctuation

•Grammar





Spelling



What makes spelling difficult for 
some children (and adults)?

• 26 letters of the alphabet
• 44 sounds or ‘phonemes’
• 19 – vowel sounds
• 25 – consonant sounds
• Sounds can be represented by more than

one letter, e.g. sh-o-p
• One sound can be represented in a variety

of different ways, e.g. shop, chef, sugar,
tissue

• One spelling can represent a variety of
sounds e.g. moon, book.



Strategies to support spelling…

“Children who struggle with spelling usually have no 
strategies up their sleeve when they get stuck on a word. Ask 
any weak spellers the question, ‘what do you do when you 
cannot spell a word’. They will have, at best, one strategy. 
But it is most likely that they guess. To help them become 
better spellers they need to acquire a range of different 

approaches to help them.”

Pie Corbett



Strategies to learn spellings…

Here are 6 spelling words, we are going to look at 
some key strategies to help us learn these words.  

• Ingenious
• Minuscule
• Accommodate
• Conscientious
• Fuchsia
• Nauseous



Strategies to learn spellings…

Segmenting:
How many of you learn phone numbers by breaking
them into sections? 01344-43-42-55
Breaking words into sections makes it easier to
remember.

in-gen-ious
Have a go…

minuscule, accommodate, conscientious, fuchsia, nauseous



Strategies to learn spellings…

Mnemonics:
Who remembers the phrase…

Big Elephants Can’t Always Use Small Exits
My Very Efficient Mother Just Served Up Nine Pies

Using silly sentences for tricky words can be useful.
Have a go…
minuscule, accommodate, conscientious, fuchsia, nauseous



Strategies to learn spellings…

Visual Strategies:
Does anyone remember symbols
and logos better than names?

Using images can help you to remember spelling
words.
Have a go…
minuscule, accommodate, conscientious, fuchsia, nauseous



Strategies to learn spellings…

Look, cover, spell, check:
Tried and tested

Have you tried…a post-it-note strategy
in a key place so that whenever your
child walks past they complete the look
cover spell activity.



Strategies to learn spellings…



Punctuation



Punctuation



Punctuation

Children need to understand the purpose and use of each 
punctuation mark.

By the end of year 6, children should be confidently selecting 
advanced punctuation for meaning.



Punctuation

Familiarising themselves with examples the purpose of each of the 
punctuation marks will support them when experimenting with 
punctuation in their own writing. They could also make up and add their 
own examples.



Grammar



Grammar: 
The Great Never-Heard-the-Word Grammar Quiz

Grammar content 
covered in the KS1 
and KS2 Curriculum 
increased with the 
updated curriculum 
(2014).

Knowing and 
applying key 
grammatical terms 
become a focus.



Grammar: 
The Great Never-Heard-the-Word Grammar Quiz

Where are the nouns – what is their job? 
Where are the adjectives – what is their job? 
Where is the verb – what is its job? 
Where is the adverb – what is its job? 
Where are the pronouns – what is their job 
Where is the preposition – what is its job? 
And ‘the’ is a …? 



Grammar: 
The Great Never-Heard-the-Word Grammar Quiz

What are determiners? 

Determiners … 

For example, …



Grammar: 
Games to revise and build confidence

Matching games: Match the high-lighted text with its technical term
e.g. Possessive pronoun Is that hers? 

determiner – a, an, the, one, two, three, this, that, some, my
adjective - blue, tall, small, smelly,
noun – table, shoes, Mrs Long, London, cheese
adverbs – quickly, slowly, gradually, briskly
preposition – behind, between, next to, below





Websites to support learning at home

Oxford Owl: Jargon Buster

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/education-jargon-buster/education-jargon-buster-
adverbials-to-arrays/

Primary Homework Help: Literacy Zone

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/literacy/index.htm

BBC Bitesize: English

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zv48q6f

Fun English Games

http://www.funenglishgames.com/grammargames.html

Spelling City

https://www.spellingcity.com/

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/education-jargon-buster/education-jargon-buster-adverbials-to-arrays/
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/literacy/index.htm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zv48q6f
http://www.funenglishgames.com/grammargames.html
https://www.spellingcity.com/


Thank you for coming.

Any questions?


